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Best	fishing	spots	in	biscayne	bay.

Most	people	are	unaware	that	Miami	is	home	to	some	of	the	best	flats	fishing	in	the	world.	Biscayne	Bay	Fishing	is	held	in	the	highest	regard	by	esteemed	flats	fishermen	and	guides	for	holding	the	largest	bonefish,	permit,	and	tarpon	in	South	Florida.	Miami	Flats	Fishing	offers	visiting	and	resident	anglers	an	incredible	habitat	to	stalk	fish	in	shallow
water	with	fly	and	light	tackle	gear,	making	it	a	premier	destination	for	shallow	water	fishermen	of	all	skill	levels.	If	deep	sea	fishing	in	Miami	isn’t	your	game	and	you	prefer	to	target	giant	bonefish,	powerful	permit,	and	tough-as-nails	tarpon	–	you’re	in	luck.	Miami	Flats	Fishing	is	second	to	none	in	the	entire	U.S	and	we’ve	spent	the	last	8	years
networking	with	the	top	flats	fishing	guides	in	the	area.	Picking	a	biscayne	bay	fishing	guide	isn’t	easy,	as	shallow	water	fishing	guides	tend	to	specialize	in	one	catching	one	species.	Fortunately,	we’ve	been	privileged	to	partner	with	a	professional	flats	fisherman	who	truly	stands	above	the	rest	–		a	Miami	flats	fishing	guide	who	can	put	you	on
bonefish,	permit,	and	tarpon	in	a	single	day.	Miami	Flats	Fishing	Guide	Capt	Raul	Montoro	Capt.	Raul	Montoro	is	a	native	Miami	fishing	guide	who	grew	up	chasing	bonefish,	permit,	and	tarpon	in	Biscayne	Bay.		There	are	less	than	1/2	a	dozen	guides	in	Miami	who	have	as	much	experience	as	Capt.	Montoro	when	it	comes	to	fishing	the	flats	of
Biscayne	Bay,	Flamingo,	and	The	Florida	Keys.	Capt.	Montoro’s	custom	Dolphin	Super	Skiff	was	designed	to	be	exceptionally	fishable	in	nearly	all	weather	conditions	and	provides	the	ideal	platform	to	sight	fish	in	shallow	water	for	tailing	bonefish	or	cruising	tarpon.	Capt.	Raul	Montoro	with	a	Biscayne	Bay	Permit	A	light	tackle	specialist	and	master
fly	fisherman,	Capt.	Raul	Montoro	makes	his	living	fishing	the	flats	of	Miami.		He	is	a	full	time	miami	fishing	guide	who	understands	the	ebb	and	flow	of	Biscayne	Bay	unlike	any	other	Captain	in	the	area.		His	ability	to	find	fish	anytime	of	the	year	makes	him	second	to	none	when	it	comes	to	flats	fishing	in	Miami.	Whether	you’re	interested	in	landing
your	first	bonefish	or	hell	bent	on	catching	a	grand	slam	in	Biscayne	Bay,	Capt.	Raul	will	guide	you	to	the	catch	of	a	lifetime.	Miami	Flats	Fishing	for	Tarpon	Capt.	Raul	Montoro	is	sponsored	by	Yamaha,	GLoomis,Ross	Reels,	and	is	a	proud	member	of	the	Bonefish	&	Tarpon	Trust.	He’s	also	an	incredibly	patient	and	good	humored	fly	fishing	instructor
who	can	help	you	master	the	art	of	fly	fishing	for	bonefish,	permit,	or	tarpon	on	the	flats	of	Miami,	Flamingo,	and	the	Florida	Keys.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	Miami	flats	fishing	guide	who	can	guide	you	to	world	class	bonefish,	permit,	and	tarpon	–	look	no	further.	Call	Capt.	Raul	Montoro	today	at	786.390.9069	or	visit	biscaynebayfishing.com	for	more



information.	You	can	check	out	the	latest	miami	flats	fishing	report	on	Raul’s	blog.	WelcomeHello,	my	name	is	Doug	Lillard.	I	would	like	to	thank	you	for	taking	the	time	to	browse	my	website.	I	have	been	guiding	the	waters	of	Biscayne	Bay	and	Miami	for	over	twenty	years.	The	inshore	fishing	in	Miami,	and	the	flats	fishing	in	Biscayne	Bay	offer	a	wide
variety	of	fishing	opportunities.	So	if	you	are	a	fly	fisherman	or	new	to	fishing	and	just	want	to	bend	a	rod.	This	area	has	fishing	for	the	expert	or	the	novice.Please	call	or	E-mail	me	to	discuss	just	what	type	of	fishing	you	are	looking	for!	Fly	fishing	is	the	ultimate	saltwater	angling	challenge	requiring	very	specialized	tackle	and	good	angler/guide
teamwork.	Biscayne	Bay	offers	great	fly	fishing	opportunities	year	‘round	for	a	number	of	coveted	saltwater	species	making	it	a	great	place	for	a	Miami	fly	fishing	charter.			Call	Capt.	Mo	today	and	dust	off	your	fly	tackle	or	use	Capt.	Mo’s	quality	fly	fishing	gear,	either	way	you	will	have	a	great	time	on	the	water.		Fly	fishing	in	Biscayne	Bay	can	take
many	forms	but	the	most	common	Miami	fly	fishing	charter	is	for	bonefish,	permit	and	tarpon	and	for	these	elite	species,	a	good	Miami	fly	fishing	guide	is	essential.	For	most	of	the	fishing	Miami	fly	fishing	charters	in	Biscayne	Bay,	a	9wt	will	suffice	in	order	to	cut	through	the	wind	that	is	typically	in	the	afternoons	and	in	the	cooler	months.		For	larger
fish	such	as	fly	fishing	for	tarpon	a	10-12wt	will	fit	the	bill	just	right	with	the	12wt	reserved	for	the	larger	fish	during	the	tarpon	migration	in	spring	and	early	summer	where	they	can	reach	upwards	of	100lbs.		For	large	permit,	a	10wt	will	have	the	muscle	to	turn	these	big	wide	bodied	fish	in	the	current	and	towards	the	boat.		Flies	are	typically	large
and	weighted	requiring	a	heavier	weight	line	and	rod	in	order	to	throw	properly.		Floating	line	will	get	95%	of	the	use	while	fishing	for	most	of	the	species	but	there	are	times	when	we	fish	for	mutton	snappers	or	mackerel	and	an	intermediate	line	will	prove	more	successful.		Leaders	with	intermediate	fly	lines	are	typically	short	(about	4’-6’),	non-
tapered	and	made	of	fluorocarbon	in	order	to	protect	from	abrasion	and	sink	quicker.		Leaders	for	most	other	types	of	fishing	in	Biscayne	Bay	consist	of	12’-14’	tapered	leaders	made	of	soft	monofilament	ending	in	a	fluorocarbon	class	tippet	and	bit	tippet	if	needed.		Miami	Fly	Fishing	originates	in	Biscayne	Bay	which	is	world	famous	for	its	beauty	and
history	and	is	home	to	some	amazing	flats	and	islands.	While	you	will	be	enamored	by	its	beauty,	the	fish	can	be	equally	as	spectacular.	Bonefish,	permit	and	tarpon	all	cruise	these	waters	and	seasonally	big	sharks	and	other	species	move	through	as	well.	The	bay	is	also	home	to	a	great	spring	tarpon	migration	that	will	really	get	your	heart	thumping
as	you	see	huge	pods	of	triple	digit	fish	come	swimming	at	you	in	crystal	clear	water.	This	is	not	a	sport	for	the	weak	minded….these	fish	will	test	even	the	best	anglers	abilities...and	we'll	have	a	blast	targeting	them.			What	we'll	use	when	fly	fishing	in	Miami	The	fly	tackle:	most	days	an	8	or	9	weight	rod	is	appropriate	for	bonefish;	a	9	or	10	for
permit	and	10-12	for	big	tarpon.	A	good	saltwater	reel	spooled	with	ample	backing	and	a	good	weight	forward	floating	line	will	be	our	primary	go-to	rod.	We'll	talk	about	specifics	prior	to	your	trip.	Fly	patterns	we'll	use	will	include	a	variety	of	bonefish	patterns,	crab	patterns	for	permit	and	a	good	mix	of	tarpon	flies.	Spin	tackle	fishers	will	mainly	be
using	bonefish	jigs.	Final	thoughts	on	Biscayne	Bay	Fly	Fishing	trips:	This	is	a	great	day	on	the	water	for	those	who	enjoy	the	beauty	of	clear,	oceanside	flats	and	who	don't	have	the	time	or	can't	otherwise	make	the	trip	to	the	Keys.	Depending	on	the	species	we're	after,	we'll	pole	the	flats,	working	the	feeding	patterns	until	we	spot	tailing	or	cruising
fish	and	get	you	set	up	to	make	the	cast.	While	fishing	in	crystal	clear	water	is	some	of	the	most	challenging	in	the	world—its	also	the	most	incredible.	To	return	to	more	Miami	Fly	fishing	options,	click	here.	A	short	drive	south	of	Miami	lies	Biscayne	National	Park.	It’s	173,000	acres	of	salt	water,	coral	reefs,	mangroves,	islands,	and	parts	of	Biscayne
Bay	itself.	The	area	is	best	known	for	its	massive	coral	reef	network,	which	one	of	the	largest	found	on	Earth.Both	scuba	diving	and	snorkeling	are	popular	sports	in	the	area,	and	you	can	spot	many	dive	boats	and	buoys	if	you	are	out	on	the	water.	What	draws	fly	fisherman	from	all	over	the	world	though	are	the	massivepopulations	of	tarpon,	bonefish,
and	permit	that	roam	these	waters.	The	water	isn’t	the	only	part	of	the	park	that	teems	with	life	either.	Aquatic	fowl,	raptors,	alligators	and	crocodiles	also	call	the	shores	and	islands	of	Biscayne	home.	Vast	mangrove	swamps	and	salt	flats	can	be	found	here,	as	well	as	shallow	bays	and	inlets.	Mosquitos	are	thick	in	the	summer,	and	both
thunderstorms	and	hurricanes	are	frequent	in	the	region.The	best	part	about	visiting	Biscayne	National	Park	is	how	close	it	is	to	Miami	and	Homestead,	Florida.	It’s	easy	to	get	in	and	out	of	the	park	without	having	to	take	long	deserted	stretches	of	road,	and	most	every	part	of	the	park	is	accessible	by	boat	if	you	prefer	boating	to	driving.There	are
plenty	of	places	to	fish,	though	if	you	are	looking	to	land	bonefish	and	tarpon	you	may	want	to	hire	a	boat	to	take	you	out	into	the	bay	to	try	your	luck	there.	Fly	fishing	from	the	shallows	can	yield	decent	results,	but	the	largest	fish	roam	further	out	onto	the	water.Come	prepared	to	land	some	big	fish,	as	the	tarpon	in	the	area	can	weigh	as	much	as
180	lbs.	Despite	their	large	populations	and	massive	size,	these	fish	are	anything	but	sluggish,	and	even	skilled	anglers	may	find	themselves	with	a	serious	fight	on	their	hands.	If	you	are	seeking	to	test	your	mettle	and	skill	against	some	of	the	fiercest	fighting	fish	on	the	North	American	Coast,	Biscayne	National	Park	is	the	place	to	go.Biscayne
National	Park	Fishing	Map	Best	Places	to	Fish	in	Biscayne	National	ParkMany	of	the	best	fly	fishing	spots	are	only	accessible	by	boat,	but	don’t	let	that	stop	you.	You	can	still	find	marinas,	docks,	and	trails	leading	down	to	some	prime	fishing	territory	if	you	are	persistent	and	know	what	conditions	to	look	for.	Here’s	our	picks	for	the	best	fishing	spots
in	and	around	Biscayne	National	Park:With	a	1.5	mile	jetty	extending	into	Biscayne	Bay,	this	is	a	prime	fishing	spot	for	snook,	barracuda,	bonefish,	red	drum,	and	bonefish.	Blackpoint	is	surrounded	on	all	sides	by	immense	forests	thick	with	vegetation	and	wildlife,	and	the	fishing	here	is	exceptionally	good.	To	get	here,	head	toward	south	Miami-Dade
and	take	the	Ronald	Reagan	Turnpike	a	little	southeast	of	Goulds	and	Cutler	Bay.Safety	Value/Featherbed	Bank/Cape	FloridaAnglers	looking	to	land	some	permit	around	Biscayne	National	Park	should	start	here.	Midway	between	the	northern	edge	of	the	park	and	Key	Biscayne	is	where	the	permit	love	to	feed,	and	may	be	tempted	to	strike	at	shrimp
and	crab	flies.	Featherbed	Bank	is	home	to	large	schools	of	bonefish	in	and	around	the	edges	of	the	banks.	They	are	fond	of	shrimp	flies,	especially	when	you	make	them	skitter	across	the	surface.	Finally,	Cape	Florida	a	little	west	of	south	Key	Biscayne	is	likewise	an	excellent	spot	for	landing	bonefish.Follow	the	coastline	down,	and	you	should	have	no
trouble	pulling	in	some	larger	bonefish	for	trophy	pics	before	releasing	them.Indian	Grass	FlatA	little	to	the	southeast	of	Biscayne	National	Park	is	Indian	Grass	flat	home	to	large	populations	of	sea	trout.	Shrimp	flies	work	best	here	as	well.	Try	to	visit	first	thing	in	the	morning	or	late	in	the	evening	when	the	waters	are	colder	and	more	trout
friendly.Best	Time	to	Fish	in	Biscayne	National	ParkThe	most	important	part	of	planning	your	trip	is	making	sure	you	know	when	hurricane	season	begins	and	ends.	From	June	to	November	the	weather	can	be	rough	around	Biscayne	National	Park,	and	you	may	arrive	in	Miami	or	Homestead	only	to	discover	you	can’t	get	out	on	the	water	or	jetty	due
to	high	winds	and	violent	thunderstorms.	Peak	season	for	fly	fishing	in	and	around	Biscayne	National	Park	is	ideally	between	December	and	April,	as	the	big	fish	swim	to	warmer	waters	in	the	south	from	their	summer	playgrounds	along	the	northern	east	coast	of	the	United	States.As	for	what	time	of	day	to	fish	Biscayne	National	Park,	that	largely
depends	on	the	species	you	are	looking	to	catch.	Snook,	for	example,	strike	better	at	night,	whereas	the	local	trout	tend	to	be	more	active	in	the	cooler	hours	of	the	morning	or	the	late	evening.	Tarpon,	red	drum,	and	other	saltwater	fish	tend	to	be	active	in	deeper	water	as	the	day	draws	on,	so	you	may	have	better	luck	in	the	shallows	earlier,	and	then
you	will	want	to	follow	them	out	by	boat	later	in	the	day.Biscayne	National	Park	Fishing	TipsFor	smaller	and	medium	game	fish,	you	will	want	a	9-foot	fly	rod	with	a	matching	fly	reel	and	9-weight	line.	20	lb.	tippet	is	a	must,	and	intermediate	full	sink	fly	line	is	what	you	need	if	you	are	fishing	with	artificial	shrimp	or	baitfish	flies.		For	larger	game	fish,
like	tarpon,	you'll	want	a	10-	to	12-weight	rod	and	40	lb.	tippet.Also,	mosquitoes	are	everywhere	in	Florida,	and	if	you	are	headed	into	Biscayne	National	Park,	you	need	to	go	with	the	strongest	insect	repellent	you	can	find.Be	prepared	for	intense	heat	and	humidity	too,	especially	if	you	are	visiting	in	the	spring	and	summerBiscayne	National	Park	Fly
BoxHere	are	some	recommended	flies	that	have	proven	effective	for	fishing	in	the	Biscayne	National	Park	region:Merkin	Crab	(#2)Skittal	Mantis	Shrimp	(#2)Malzone's	Black	Death	(black/purple	#1/0)Simon's	HoverCrab	(green	#1)Clousergreen	and	White	(#2)Clouserbrown	and	White	(#2)Biscayne	National	Park	Fishing	ReportsThere	are	a	number
of	area	fly	shops	and	guide	services	that	can	provide	an	update	on	current	fishing	conditions	in	and	around	Biscayne	National	Park.	A	few	to	check	out	are	listed	below.Orvis	Fishing	ReportPerfect	Fly	Fishing	ReportBiscayne	National	Park	Fishing	RegulationsFishing	in	Biscayne	National	Park	does	require	a	Florida	State	Fishing	License	for	anyone
over	the	age	of	16.	Licenses	are	issued	by	the	Florida	Fish	and	Wildlife	Conservation	Commission.Only	non-offset	hooks	and	circle	hooks	are	permittedAnglers	must	have	a	dehooking	tool	in	their	possession	while	fishingBonefish	are	C&R	onlySpotted	Seatrout	Limit	5	per	day	per	anglerPermit	is	2	per	day	per	anglerTarpon	limit	is	1	per	angler	per
yearRed	drum	(redfish)	limit	is	2	per	angler	per	day,	off	water	possession	limit	is	6Black	drum	limit	is	5	per	angler	per	day	(must	be	longer	than	14”	and	not	more	than	24”)Flights	to	Miami	are	generally	inexpensive,	though	there	are	many	local	and	regional	airports	in	and	around	the	Miami-Dade	area	with	cheap	flights	available	if	you	don’t	mind	the
car	rental	and	drive.	As	accommodations	go,	you	have	plenty	of	choices.	There	are	plenty	of	budget	motels	and	hotels	all	around	the	park	itself	right	down	to	the	beaches	of	Biscayne	Bay.	If	you	are	feeling	fancy,	you	can	even	book	a	stay	at	the	skyscraper	resorts	in	Miami	and	be	a	quick	boat	ride	from	the	best	fishing	spots	in	the	park.	Several	of	the
major	hotels	there	even	have	jetties	and	marinas	that	lead	right	up	to	the	hotel	entrance.	For	those	who	prefer	to	travel	by	RV	or	prefer	to	rent	one	after	flying	in,	there	are	plenty	of	RV	parks	in	the	area	to	choose	from	as	well.	As	always,	be	sure	to	check	for	local	private	listed	vacation	rentals	or	timeshares	in	the	area.	Sometimes	you	can	score	a
bargain	on	your	stay	that	puts	you	right	next	to	the	prime	fishing	spot	of	your	choice.Feature	image	by	Catholic	85
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